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The  Throg  task  force  struck  the  Terran  survey  camp  a  few  minutes  after  dawn, 
without  warning,  and  with  a  deadly  precision  which  argued  that  the  aliens  had  fully 

reconnoitered  and  prepared  that  attack.  Eye-searing  lances  of  energy  lashed 
back  and  forth  across  the  base  with  methodical  accuracy.  And  a  single  cowering 

witness,  flattened  on  a  ledge  in  the  heights  above,  knew  that  when  the  last  of  those 

yellow-red  bolts  fell,  nothing  human  would  be  left  alive  down  there... 
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